Selection and notes, from  SCambs District Design Guide adopted March 2010
CHAPTER 1 INTRODUCTION…
POLICY DP/1 Sustainable Development

1. Development will only be permitted where it is demonstrated that

it is consistent with the principles of sustainable development, as

appropriate to its location, scale and form. It should:

b. Minimise the need to travel and reduce car dependency;

m. Contribute to the creation of mixed and socially inclusive

communities and provide for the health,….

POLICY DP/2 Design of New Development

New Development Design

1. All new development must be of high quality design and, as

appropriate to the scale and nature of the development, should:

d. Achieve a legible development, which includes streets,

squares and other public spaces with a defined sense of

enclosure and interesting vistas,…

e. Achieve a permeable development for all sectors of the

community and all modes of transport, including links to 

existing footways, cycleways, bridleways, rights of way,

green spaces and roads;

i. Provide an inclusive environment that is created for people,

that is and feels safe, and that has a strong community

focus;

Design and Access Statements

2 n existing RoW…

3. The Access element of the Statement should demonstrate that

the development will achieve an inclusive environment that can

be used by everyone, regardless of age, gender or disability. It

should also address how the development has taken account of

the transport policies of the development plan.

CHAPTER 6

THE ELEMENTS OF DESIGN
Detailed section on car parking locations, with drawings, seems only one mention of cycles:

6.83 To avoid cars being displaced from garages into the street, it is important

that garages are of sufficient size to accommodate a large car together with

cycle storage, some degree of other storage and room to pass garaged

cars with wheeled bins, if the primary route for taking them to the back-offootpath

is through the garage. To provide garages of adequate size, a

minimum of 3.3m X 6.0m should be allowed for car parking and circulation,

with an additional allowance of 1.0m at the end or 650mm – 750mm at the

side to allow for cycle or other storage.

Table 6.4: Public Realm Design (p108)

Achieve this:     By doing this:     Notes:

PUBLIC AND PRIVATE SPACE

6.164 The network of streets, squares, parks and greens, forms the structure of

the public realm….

6.165 Creating high quality public and private spaces requires all those involved to

develop places that suit the needs and activities of people rather than for

cars. It also means designing public areas that are attractive, safe and

comfortable, which are easily accessible and provide a range of facilities for

the local community.

COMMUNITY SAFETY

6.186 Good places are safe and secure. Safety and security stem from good site

Planning

Table 6.6 “Designing out Crime”: Do’s and Don’ts p159

CHAPTER 8

ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY
Well written, good for quotes… exceeding planet’s capacity, urgency…

POLICY CRITERIA

8.14 South Cambridgeshire’s planning policy direction, as expressed through the

LDF,…
__ Minimise the use of energy and resources.

__ Reduce carbon emissions.
Seems no direct reference to transport emissions… all refers to building emissions.
CHAPTER 10

ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH ISSUES
AIR QUALITY

10.13 Air pollution and poor air quality can have detrimental impacts on health and

the amenity of users of land…
But no acknowledgement that maximising sustainable travel choices will improve air quality…

NOISE

10.28 It is a fact of life that we all make noise, that is we all make “unwanted

sound”
But no hint that maximising sust travel will reduce noise…
HEALTH IMPACT ASSESSMENTS

10.83 Policy DP/1 Sustainable Development of the LDF requires a Sustainability

Statement and a Health Impact Assessment for all major developments, to

be submitted with the application…

10.86 Ensuring these issues are considered at the planning and design stage can

improve both the physical and mental health of the population. Guidance

expressed within this District Design Guide SPD can contribute to

sustainable planning, good design and the development of community

resources. These can encourage environments which: increase people’s

sense of safety and wellbeing, their opportunities for social interaction and

community connectivity, improve air quality and water conservation and

promote active travel and physical activity.
No mention that maximising sustainable travel will give these benefits…
CHAPTER 11

NATIONAL LEGISLATION AND STANDARDS
LIFETIME HOMES

11.11 Policy HG/2 in the Development Control Policies DPD requires a proportion

of new dwellings to be designed to incorporate the Joseph Rowntree

Foundation’s Lifetime Homes standards. The 16 features designed to make

homes more flexible and accessible are (see www.jrf.org.uk):

1. Where car parking is adjacent to the home, it should be capable of

enlargement to attain 3.3 metres width.

2. The distance from the car-parking space to the home should be kept

to a minimum and should be level or gently sloping.

3. The approach to all entrances should be level or gently sloping.
Etc
11.12 In addition to these items, the design and layout of new housing should also

make provision for the secure storage of bicycles and discrete space for

wheelie bins / waste / recycling receptacles in accordance with the RECAP

Waste Management Design Guide.
PART III

PROCEDURES AND APPLICATIONS

CHAPTER 12

DESIGN DOCUMENTATION

MASTERPLANS

12.12 On large-scale sites a masterplan will be needed to complete the overall

structuring of the development proposals….It is essential

that the overall masterplan for the development clearly identifies through

routes, pedestrian and cycle ways, structural landscape areas and the like

that may need to be continued from one developer’s site onto an adjacent

site. The site specific proposals prepared by the separate developers will

then be expected to acknowledge these common aspects, and to

incorporate them into their individual proposals in a positive manner.

DESIGN AND ACCESS STATEMENTS

12.14 Planning and Listed Building applications must be accompanied by a

Design and Access Statement. Section 327A of the Town & Country

Planning Act 1990…
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